
128

Jan. 26 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Hillary Clinton’s Senate Campaign
Mr. Lehrer. Do you think she’s going to win?
The President. I do, yes. I do.
Mr. Lehrer. Why? Why do you think so?
The President. Well, I think they’re both very

strong, formidable people and strong, formidable
candidates. You know, you get all these elec-
tions, where you’ve got to bad-mouth one can-
didate to like another, and you’d think I’d cer-
tainly be there in the race involving my wife.
But the truth is, the mayor and Hillary are both
strong, formidable people. They have impressive
achievements in their lives that relate to public
service.

But I think that she’s much better suited for
the work of a Senator and this whole legislative
process. And I think that the passions of her
life, 30 years of work and achievement in edu-
cation and health care and the challenges that
children and families face, and the whole philos-
ophy she has about community are more con-
sistent with where New York is today and what
they need in the future.

And so that’s why I think she’ll win, not be-
cause I think he’s the bad guy or something,
because I think they’re both very strong people.
But I think that New York will believe that,
in the end, that what she represents and where
she wants to go and what her skills are and
what she knows and cares most about is a little

closer to where they are than what he—his
whole approach. And I think she’ll win.

So I’ll have to worry about that. But once
I figure out how to support my wife’s public
service—she’s supported mine for many years—
and fulfill my other family obligations, I want
to find a way, through the center I’m going
to build in Arkansas, with my library, and in
other ways, to be a public servant. You don’t
have to be an elected official to be a public
servant. You can be a servant in other ways.
And I can help others and do things, and that’s
what I want to do.

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President, thank you very
much.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 3:30 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to Jim Barksdale, managing
partner, the Barksdale Group; Gov. George W.
Bush of Texas; former Senator Bill Bradley,
Democratic Presidential candidate; Republican
Presidential candidate Alan Keyes; former Senator
Alfonse M. D’Amato; Susan McDougal, White-
water investigation defendant; former Inde-
pendent Counsel Robert B. Fiske, Jr., and his suc-
cessor, Kenneth Starr; and Mayor Rudolph W.
Giuliani of New York City.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of United
States Forces for Stabilization of Areas of the Former Yugoslavia
January 25, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my report to the Congress of July 19, 1999,

I provided further information on the deploy-
ment of combat-equipped U.S. Armed Forces
to Bosnia and Herzegovina and other states in
the region in order to participate in and support
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)-
led Stabilization Force (SFOR), which began its
mission and assumed authority from the NATO-
led Implementation Force on December 20,
1996. I am providing this supplemental report,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution, to
help ensure that the Congress is kept fully in-
formed on continued U.S. contributions in sup-

port of peacekeeping efforts in the former Yugo-
slavia.

The U.N. Security Council authorized mem-
ber states to continue SFOR for a period of
12 months in U.N. Security Council Resolution
1247 of June 18, 1999. The mission of SFOR
is to provide a continued military presence in
order to deter hostilities, stabilize and consoli-
date the peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, con-
tribute to a secure environment, and provide,
within its means and capabilities, selective sup-
port to key areas and key civil implementation
organizations.

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina is in the process of being
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reduced from approximately 6,200 to 4,600 per-
sonnel. In the second half of 1999, all NATO
nations and 19 others, including Russia and
Ukraine, have provided military personnel or
other support to SFOR. Most U.S. forces are
assigned to Multinational Division, North, cen-
tered around the city of Tuzla. In addition, ap-
proximately 1,500 U.S. military personnel are
deployed to Hungary, Croatia, and Italy in order
to provide logistical and other support to SFOR.
The U.S. forces continue to support SFOR in
efforts to apprehend persons indicted for war
crimes. In the last 6 months, U.S. forces have
sustained no combat-related fatalities.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant to
my constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief and

Chief Executive, and in accordance with various
statutory authorities.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed about
developments in Bosnia and Herzegovina and
other states in the region. I will continue to
consult closely with the Congress regarding our
efforts to foster peace and stability in the former
Yugoslavia.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 27.

Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on the State of the Union
January 27, 2000

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members
of Congress, honored guests, my fellow Ameri-
cans:

We are fortunate to be alive at this moment
in history. Never before has our Nation enjoyed,
at once, so much prosperity and social progress
with so little internal crisis and so few external
threats. Never before have we had such a
blessed opportunity and, therefore, such a pro-
found obligation to build the more perfect
Union of our Founders’ dreams.

We begin the new century with over 20 mil-
lion new jobs; the fastest economic growth in
more than 30 years; the lowest unemployment
rates in 30 years; the lowest poverty rates in
20 years; the lowest African-American and His-
panic unemployment rates on record; the first
back-to-back surpluses in 42 years; and next
month, America will achieve the longest period
of economic growth in our entire history. We
have built a new economy.

And our economic revolution has been
matched by a revival of the American spirit:
crime down by 20 percent, to its lowest level
in 25 years; teen births down 7 years in a row;
adoptions up by 30 percent; welfare rolls cut
in half, to their lowest levels in 30 years.

My fellow Americans, the state of our Union
is the strongest it has ever been.

As always, the real credit belongs to the
American people. My gratitude also goes to
those of you in this Chamber who have worked
with us to put progress over partisanship.

Eight years ago, it was not so clear to most
Americans there would be much to celebrate
in the year 2000. Then our Nation was gripped
by economic distress, social decline, political
gridlock. The title of a best-selling book asked:
‘‘America: What Went Wrong?’’

In the best traditions of our Nation, Ameri-
cans determined to set things right. We restored
the vital center, replacing outmoded ideologies
with a new vision anchored in basic, enduring
values: opportunity for all, responsibility from
all, a community of all Americans. We re-
invented Government, transforming it into a cat-
alyst for new ideas that stress both opportunity
and responsibility and give our people the tools
they need to solve their own problems.

With the smallest Federal work force in 40
years, we turned record deficits into record sur-
pluses and doubled our investment in education.
We cut crime with 100,000 community police
and the Brady law, which has kept guns out
of the hands of half a million criminals.
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